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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic personal state of farmers
in Mueang Chanthaburi District, Chanthaburi Province; (2) their knowledge of rubber production
technology; (3) their extension needs of rubber production technology; and (4) their problems and
suggestions on rubber production technology. The population in this study was 528 farmers in
Mueang Chanthaburi District, Chanthaburi Province who were registered as a rubber farmer with the
Department of Agricultural Extension in 2015. The sample size was determined by Taro Yamane
formula, then 121 rubber farmers were selected from these farmers using simple random sampling
methodology. The data were collected by interviewing the studied farmers. The statistical
methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage,
maximum value, minimum value, mean, and standard deviation. The findings of this study were as
follows: (1) most of the studied farmers were female. Their average age was 53.67 years. They were
educated at primary level. Their average number of household member was 3.72 persons. Their
average total agricultural area and rubber cultivating area were 19.22 rai and 11.91 rai respectively.
Their average period of experience of cultivating rubber was 21.26 years. Their average income
deriving from selling rubber and from other agricultural sectors was 7,355.37 baht/rai/year and
13,880.52 baht/rai/year respectively. Their average expenditure on cultivating rubber and spending
on other agricultural sectors was 1,055.21 baht/rai/year and 4,284.42 baht/rai/year respectively.
(2)the studied farmers had knowledge of rubber production technology at 71.9 percent of the total
but lacked knowledge of maintaining rubber trees include treatment and prevention of diseases
and pests, fertilizing. (3) The studied farmers needed knowledge and rubber production technology
at high level in the issues of selecting tribes, managing plant diseases and insects, applying fertilizer,
and doing soil analysis. They needed supportors at high level, these were agricultural extensionists
and officials in office of the Rubber Replanting Aid Fund They needed to be supported at high level
in the form of being visited by government officials and supported through mass media, such as
television. And (4) the studied farmers faced problems at the highest level with the high selling price
of fertilizer and chemicals and the uncertainty of the buying price of rubber, while their problems at
high level were high selling price of rubber production equipment, plant diseases, and unreasonable
buying price of rubber determined by middlemen. They made suggestions that the selling price of
fertilizer and chemicals should have been controlled, rubber production equipment should have
been supplied to them, rubber production costs should have been decreased, and they should have
been transferred knowledge of plant disease management.
Keywords: Extension Needs, Rubber Production Technology, Mueang Chanthaburi District,

Chanthaburi Province
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